RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
Stewart had a strong turn for metaphysics, and, in conjunction with P. G. Tait, published in 1875 The Unseen Universe, which was an attempt to find a physical basis for immortality. This attracted a great deal of attention, and a second edition was called for in a few weeks. The physical basis was " Thought conceived to affect the matter of another universe simultaneously with this may explain a future State ". The authors attached so much importance to this that, to secure priority, they had taken the unusual step of publishing it as an anagram in Nature some months before the publication of their book. The Unseen Universe was followed by Paradoxical Philosophy, but this was not nearly so successful.
Towards the end of my stay at Owens, Arthur Schuster was also working in the laboratory and gave a course of lectures which I attended on Maxwell's Treatise on Electricity and Magnetism, which had just been published.
It was at this time that J. H. Poynting returned to Manchester after taking his degree as third Wrangler at Cambridge, and the friendship, which lasted until his death in 1914 and which was one of the greatest joys of my life, began. He had exceptionally sound judgment, a very original and acute mind, and a discussion with him always clarified my old ideas, often suggested new ones. In his paper on the transmission of energy in an electromagnetic field he introduced entirely novel ideas about the path the energy takes. The vector which represents this path, one of the most important in electrodynamic theory, is called the Poynting vector.
To his friends he was much more than a physicist, for he had a genius for friendship and a sympathy so delicate and acute that, whether you were well or ill, in high